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KSI: 
Killed or Severely Injured

DOT uses the metric Killed or
Severely Injured (KSI) to measure
street safety. This metric shows
planners where the city has failed to
produce safe streets.

The metric is reactionary and it's not
working.
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2014

Start of Vision
Zero, a promise

to NYers to have
zero traffic-

related deaths by
2024

2024

Benchmark year
to achieve zero
traffic-related

deaths

2022 2023

+520 people
have been

injured

KSI isn't working: 
Upper West Siders are still being
harmed & killed by drivers

37 people have been killed
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Stop using KSI: 
what if a community-centered
metric was used instead? DOT has the ability to pay particular

attention to each neighborhood's unique
physical and social identities, such as
quieter, tree-lined streets and neighbors
knowing one another. These elements
can be reinforced through better street
design.

accessibility
functionality
safety

death
injury
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a proactive
approach:

After identifying the area with the highest
KSI score in the UWS, I measured their
safety features (or lack thereof).
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Does this street have places for
people, such as caretakers and
older adults, to sit & rest?

Sit
Does this space have areas that
provide shade from the sun or
shelter from the rain?

Gather
Does this space have areas for
children to play safely? Does it
appear to be well-lit at night?

Play

"The street is the river of life of the city, the place where we come together, the
pathway to the center."  -- William Whyte
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Behind the numbers
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Behind the numbers

"Everybody has to commute, and it's
complicated, but it shouldn't be so

unsafe." -Lab Technologist, 63

"I would get rid of scaffolding, and put
things that I would actually use, like

stores or chairs" -Student, 14
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CrashMapper data 2013-2023

Community Connectitivity data Summer 2023
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The maps show the same things, but one
measures harm that has been done, and the other
measures where further harm can be prevented.

If this new metric were used, not only would it
produce safer streets, but would also improve
the overall health and well-being of the
community.

By implementing their own safe street design at
the places shown on the new map, DOT can
protect New Yorkers, increase our quality of life,
and prevent more of us from dying in car-related
crashes. 
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kaitlyn.conway@columbia.edu

EMAIL ME

LINKEDIN

Let's get to work: 
together we can measure
what matters 
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Q & A


