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* From “NYC Population FactFinder”
using data on the Corona and North Corona 

NTAs from the 2015-19 ACS

● Heavily working class & 

immigrant

○ Approx. 60% of residents are 

foreign-born *

○ Over 85% of residents speak a 

language other than English at 

home *

Demographics

https://popfactfinder.planning.nyc.gov/explorer/selection/f94f27d884421a31f1aa887052d837be29b905a7?acsTopics=demo-sexAndAge%2Cdemo-mutuallyExclusiveRaceHispanicOrigin%2Cdemo-hispanicSubgroup%2Cdemo-asianSubgroup%2Cecon-employmentStatus%2Cecon-commuteToWork%2Cecon-occupation%2Cecon-industry%2Cecon-classOfWorker%2Cecon-incomeAndBenefits%2Cecon-earnings%2Cecon-healthInsuranceCoverage%2Cecon-incomeInPast12MonthsIsBelowThePovertyLevel%2Cecon-ratioOfIncomeToPovertyLevel%2Chou-housingOccupancy%2Chou-unitsInStructure%2Chou-yearStructureBuilt%2Chou-rooms%2Chou-housingTenure%2Chou-yearHouseholderMovedIntoUnit%2Chou-vehiclesAvailable%2Chou-occupantsPerRoom%2Chou-value%2Chou-mortgageStatus%2Chou-selectedMonthlyOwnerCostsAsAPercentageOfHouseholdIncomeSmocapi%2Chou-grossRent%2Chou-grossRentAsAPercentageOfHouseholdIncomeGrapi%2Csoc-placeOfBirth%2Csoc-languageSpokenAtHome&source=acs-current


● Historically home to European 

immigrants, Black Americans & 

Afro-Caribbeans

● Today, Latinos make up >75% of 

Corona. The largest groups include: *

○ Mexicans

○ Ecuadorians

○ Dominicans

Demographics

* From “NYC Population FactFinder”
using data on the Corona and North Corona 
NTAs from the 2015-19 ACS

https://popfactfinder.planning.nyc.gov/explorer/selection/f94f27d884421a31f1aa887052d837be29b905a7?acsTopics=demo-sexAndAge%2Cdemo-mutuallyExclusiveRaceHispanicOrigin%2Cdemo-hispanicSubgroup%2Cdemo-asianSubgroup%2Cecon-employmentStatus%2Cecon-commuteToWork%2Cecon-occupation%2Cecon-industry%2Cecon-classOfWorker%2Cecon-incomeAndBenefits%2Cecon-earnings%2Cecon-healthInsuranceCoverage%2Cecon-incomeInPast12MonthsIsBelowThePovertyLevel%2Cecon-ratioOfIncomeToPovertyLevel%2Chou-housingOccupancy%2Chou-unitsInStructure%2Chou-yearStructureBuilt%2Chou-rooms%2Chou-housingTenure%2Chou-yearHouseholderMovedIntoUnit%2Chou-vehiclesAvailable%2Chou-occupantsPerRoom%2Chou-value%2Chou-mortgageStatus%2Chou-selectedMonthlyOwnerCostsAsAPercentageOfHouseholdIncomeSmocapi%2Chou-grossRent%2Chou-grossRentAsAPercentageOfHouseholdIncomeGrapi%2Csoc-placeOfBirth%2Csoc-languageSpokenAtHome&source=acs-current


* From “NYC Population FactFinder”
using data on the Corona and North Corona 

NTAs from the 2015-19 ACS

● Approx. 80% of housing units are 

renter-occupied *

● Corona’s houses and apartments are 

extremely overcrowded

○ 4-6 people can be sharing a 

single bedroom

Housing in Corona

https://popfactfinder.planning.nyc.gov/explorer/selection/f94f27d884421a31f1aa887052d837be29b905a7?acsTopics=demo-sexAndAge%2Cdemo-mutuallyExclusiveRaceHispanicOrigin%2Cdemo-hispanicSubgroup%2Cdemo-asianSubgroup%2Cecon-employmentStatus%2Cecon-commuteToWork%2Cecon-occupation%2Cecon-industry%2Cecon-classOfWorker%2Cecon-incomeAndBenefits%2Cecon-earnings%2Cecon-healthInsuranceCoverage%2Cecon-incomeInPast12MonthsIsBelowThePovertyLevel%2Cecon-ratioOfIncomeToPovertyLevel%2Chou-housingOccupancy%2Chou-unitsInStructure%2Chou-yearStructureBuilt%2Chou-rooms%2Chou-housingTenure%2Chou-yearHouseholderMovedIntoUnit%2Chou-vehiclesAvailable%2Chou-occupantsPerRoom%2Chou-value%2Chou-mortgageStatus%2Chou-selectedMonthlyOwnerCostsAsAPercentageOfHouseholdIncomeSmocapi%2Chou-grossRent%2Chou-grossRentAsAPercentageOfHouseholdIncomeGrapi%2Csoc-placeOfBirth%2Csoc-languageSpokenAtHome&source=acs-current


● Former parking lot

● Transformation into a plaza took over 

a decade

○ Began with block parties in 2007

○ Interim plaza installed in 2012

○ Capital reconstruction permanently 

rebuilt the plaza starting in 2016

● Community partners, public 

engagement, and street vendors 

integral to its success

Corona Plaza

From Corona Plaza Es Para Todos

103 St

104 St

Roosevelt Av

https://queensmuseum.org/2016/01/15288


Interim Plaza

R >
Installation of interim plaza (epoxy gravel)

 < L
Programming on the interim plaza

From Corona Plaza Es Para Todos

https://queensmuseum.org/2016/01/15288
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Sunburst pattern; Green market
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Banner from Make the Road NY’s
Trans Latinx March Today
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● “Limited Local Access” - No thru traffic; local access only

● 26 blocks (69 St to Junction Blvd) - Everyday from 7AM to 8PM

● Community Partner - 34th Ave Open Streets Coalition Photo by Lorie Reilly,
@loriereilly on Instagram 

34th Ave Open Street



https://twitter.com/Streetfilms/status/1513219196947247106


Paseo Park redesign (69 St to Junction Blvd)

From NYCDOT



Ongoing plaza + shared blocks implementation (77 to 80 St)



Ongoing plaza + shared blocks implementation (77 to 80 St)



What does this
have to do with Corona?



<<< Jackson Heights Corona >>>

PS 149 Q

PS 92 Q

PS 280 Q

New Plaza

34th Ave Open Street/Paseo Park

New Shared Block

Junction Blvd
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● 800+ students

● Annex was built onto schoolyard, 

meaning more students but less 

playspace

● Title I public school

PS 92 Q

34th Ave



PS 92 Q parents

and Corona residents expressed:

● Lack of public space in Corona

● Dramatic difference in safety on 34th Ave between the sections west and east 

of Junction Blvd

● Junction Playground (on 34th Ave between Junction Blvd and 96 St) is 

chronically overcrowded

● PS 92 Q’s already downsized schoolyard is closed during the summer; not part 

of DOE’s Community Playgrounds program

● Parents in Corona prefer going to Travers Park in Jackson Heights rather than 

Flushing Meadows Corona Park because of the Open Street

● Living in a house ≠ home ownership 



● Food pantry

● English classes

● Mexican folkloric dancing

● Kids programming

● Fresh Air Fund

● Going to Travers Park

Corona residents already 

use the Open Street!



Upcoming pedestrian plaza (93 to 94 St) & shared block (94 St to Junction Blvd)

From NYCDOT



34th Ave looking east from Junction Blvd



<<< Jackson Heights Corona >>>

PS 149 Q
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PS 280 Q

New Plaza
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Corona >>><<< Jackson Heights

34th Ave Open Street/Paseo Park

Junction Blvd

From University of Richmond’s “Mapping 
Inequality”

https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/?utm_source=pocket_mylist#loc=15/40.753/-73.876&city=queens-ny
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/?utm_source=pocket_mylist#loc=15/40.753/-73.876&city=queens-ny


Photo by Lorie Reilly,
@loriereilly on Instagram 

Thank you.


